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Member of Parliament in England. 


_ Think we have been Friends and Acquaintance for about thirty Years; 
. 9 and as I have ſat with you for ſome time in Parliament, have conſtantly 
REST given you my Intereſt in this County, and am pretty nearly related to 
x you by my Wife, I cannot think of any Perſon who is more likely to 

pity the deplorable Circumſtances to which I am at preſent reduced. 
My Story is this. | ; 
You know very well that I have, for ſome Years paſt, retired from the 
buſy Part of the World, laid aſide all Thoughts of Parties and Politicks, 
and contented myſelf to live in the Country with my Wife and Children, 
N upon that Eſtate which has been in my Family for many Generations, 
and which, by my own Improvements, I have brought from Fifteen hundred Pounds per Annum 

to Two thouſand. 7 0 ä | 

It was the dth of laſt June in the Evening, a Day ſo fatal that I ſhall never forget it as long zs 
I live; when J was ſitting with my Wiſe in the new Summer-houſe, (which you know I have late- 
ly built at the upper End of the Canal in my Garden) our four youngeſt Children were playing a- 
bout us, and diverting us with thoſe little wanton Tricks, which are natural to Youth and In- 
nocence, when my eldeſt Boy (who was Fourteen laſt Auguſt ) came running to us with a great 
deal of Joy in his Looks, and told me that Mr. S. was juſt alighted at the Gate. My Boy had ſcarce 
deliver'd his Meſſage when I ſaw Mr. S. at the lower End of the Garden. I went to meet him, and 
receiv'd him with that Chearfulneſs I endeavour to ſhow to all my Friends, and was ſomewhat 
pleaſed to think I ſhould hear what was doing at London; from whence I preſumed he came. Mr. 
S. told me, That he hoped I would pardon the Liberty he deſigned to take of being my Gueſt for one 
Night; and that he was to he the next Day at — upon ſome particular Buſineſs. I hd but 
juſt Time to take a Turn with him round the Garden, and enquire after two or three of our com- 
mon Acquaintance, when one of my Servants came to tell us that Supper was upon the Table. Du- 
rigs Supper, among other Diſcourſe, my Wiſe happened to tell Mr. & that ſnhe heard every body was 
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getting an Eſtate in London, and by the South Sva; and that ſhe hop'd he had been a fortunate Man: 
Mr. S. upon this ſhrugged up his Shoulders, and told her, That to his great Misfortune he had 
but a little Money to lay out, and conſequently had only got ſuch a Trifte as was ſcarce worth men- 
tioning, Upon my Wife's asking him, If fie might preſume to enquire how much. Mr. S. told her, 
That the utmoſt Farthing he had got yet, would but barely amount to Fifty thouſand Pounds 
clear Gains, My Wife immediately gave a Look; which ſuffieiently ſhewed her Surprize, to hear 
ſuch a Sum call'd a Trifle; and as I could not help ſhewing ſome Signs of Amazement at the ſame 
Time Mr. S. told us, That he believed he could gueſs at our Thoughts by our Looks: but that if 
we knew what vaſt Fortunes other People had acquired, and how certain a Gain there was for eve- 
rybody who had but Money to lay out, we ſhoud not be at all ſurprized to hear him talk as he 


did: He proceeded with giving us Inſtances of ſeveral People who Had got Five or fix hundred 


thouſand Pounds, and even a Million of Money; concluding again with bewailing his own Unþap- 
pineſs, that he had not more Money to lay out at a Time when fo certain and conſiderable a Profit 
might be made. Our Diſcourſe fell from this to ſeveral other Subjects, while Supper laſted, till it 
was time to go to Bed, I waited upon Mr. &. to his Chamber, where, upon my asking him, if we 
mould not drink one Bottle of Wine, Hand to Fiſt, he was pleafed to aſſent to the Propoſition, pro- 
vided I would not keep him up too late. When our Bottle was about half out, Mr. S. who ſeemed to 
have his Heart a little opened by the Wine, and to be affected with ſeveral obliging Things I had ſaid 
to him, took me by the Hand, and giving me an\bearty Squeeze, told me, That he had long had a 
very great Eſteem for me, and had often thought that no Man in England better deſerv'd a noble 
Fortune than myſelf, becauſe nobody had a better Heart to make uſe of it. I reply'd,. That I had 
never been ambitious, and thanked God I was very well contented with what 1 bad. Mr. & an- 
fwered, That my eldeſt Son ſeem'd to promiſe he would one Day be as fine a Gentleman as any in 
Great Britain; that he had obſerv'd I had a large Family, and that it could do me no Harm to 


make an handſome Proviſion for my younger Children; that if I would but act with my uſual Pru- 
dence in an Affair he would communicate to me, he would let me into a Secret; by which 1 might 
wfallibly double my Fortune within three Months. IF muſt confeſs his Diſcourſe Taiſed my Atten. 


von; which Mr. S. obſerving, told me, That he had certain Intelligence, which be could depend 
upon, that there was a Third Subſcription for the South. S Company, to be taken in at 1000 
per Cent. That it was true, the ſaid Subſcription was already filed with the Choſen Friends 
of the Directors, and the Miniſtry, ſo that he could not pretend to ſay he could get me into it: 
but that it was as demonftrable as any. Propoſition in Fuclid That in eonſequence of this Sub- 
ſeript ion, the Stock would be immediately worth ro per Cont. And that after the next Subſcrip- 
tion, Which, was to be at 1200, the ſaid Stock would as infallibly be 150. But that if I laid hold 
of the preſent Opportunity, before more Money came over from Holland, I might buy Stock at 
75504. Which, as he had ſhewn me, would demonſtrably double my Money in three Months, 1 
thanked him for what he was pleaſed to communicate to me; but at the ſame time told b im, 
That If I had an Inclination to follow his Advice, I. had no Money by me. At this Anſwer he re- 
mained ſilent for ſome time, and feeming to be under a great deal of Concern, told me at laſt, 
That he had ſo much Friendſhip for me, that he was reſolved I ſhould not, bowever, loſe this 
golden Opportunity; and that he believ'd he had a particular Friend in London, who upon 
his Recommendation, would accommodate me with Money upon à Mortgage of my Eitate. To 
make ſhort of my Story, Mr. S. ſo thoroughly convinced me that I muſt. infallibly double the Money 


I took up, in three Months Time; and my Wife, whom I conſulted on this Occaſion, was ſo much 


of the ſam Opinion, that | agreed to go with him to London, when he return'd thicher: He 
accordingly call-d upon me two Days after; and when we came to Town, recommended me fo effe- 


ctually to Mr. H. that that Gentleman did me the Favour to ſupply me with Thirty Thouſand. 
L Jaid out this Money in Stock at 750 5, and my good. 


Pounds upon a Mortgage of my Etiiate. | 
Friend Mr 8. aſſured m he procured: it for me conſiderably under the Market Price. He told me 


from Day to Day, that I had now made a very noble Provifion for my Family, and might give my 


reungeſt Son a. bet ter Fortune than my elgett was born to, At the fame Time, he took Care con- 
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ſtantly to inculcate to me this Maxim, that 1 ſhould not par f 
had bought, but ſhould, if poſſible, buy more, though I pawn'd my very Coat for it. 


t with one Farthing of the Stock I 
As I had 
reſign d myſelf up entirely to Mr. 8's Management, I follow'd his Advice in every Particular; and 
o my great Misfortune, found my Reputation and Credit were ſo good in Town, that tho 1 had 
no more ready Money to lay out, four ſeveral Perſons contracted to deliver me One thouſ nd Pound: 
each, Capital Stock, on ſev-ral Days in October and December laſt, I need not acquaint you With 
the diſmal Turn the Affairs of the South Sca Company took ſoon after; that at the Opening of the 
Books in Aug uſt, when it was generally expecte our Stock would have been at 12007. it fell to 
doo! after which fatal Period it conſtantly declin'd, I thought, and was told, that it could nor 
be adviſeable to ſell upon a falling Market, and that Things would very ſoon change for the bet. 
ter; till. at laſt, one of my Contracts for Time expiring, and the Perſon I had contracted with, in- 
ſiting, that I ſhould either take in the Stock or pay the Diſference, I began to awake out 0: ny 
golden Dreams, To preſerve my Credit in the Alley, which I had learn'd a Man wzs never to for- 
ſeit, 1 was obliged to ſell the Stock I had bought for ready Money, to pay the Difference of my 


Bargain for Time; and if you have never Stockjobb'd yourſelf, it is impoſſible to expreſs to you 


to what deplorable Circumſtances I found myſelf on a ſudden reduced: For at the ſame Time that 
Demands, came upon me, the Fortune which I thought, myſelf in poſſeſſion of, and ou? of which I 


was. to ſatisfy theſe Demands, fhrunk into no hing. $A 
have told you already, that when I firſt came to Town, I laid out Dirty Thouſand Pounds in 
Stock at. 750, ſo that I had Four Thouſand Pounds Capital Stock; after which, I contrafted for Four 


_ ?houſand Pounds more at 1060]. per Cent. which I was told, I might very welt do without the lea 


Danger of wading out of my Depth. My firſt Contract for Time expir'd on the 5th of October, and 
as Stock then ſold in the Alley but at 120 per Cent. the Difference upon my ſid Contract amounted 
to Eight Thoufand eight bundred Pounds ; to anſwer which, after having ſold my Whole four Thouſand 
Capital Stock, which coſt me origzinall, Thirty thouſand Pounds, for Four thouſand eight hundred Pound: 
1 was obliged to give my Bond over and above, for the Remaiuder of the DiF-rexce, amounting to 
the Sum of Four. thouſand Pounds. TI had nothing now left to hope for, but that the Stock would 
rife as faſt as it had fallen, and that Imight ſtill be a Gainer on my three Bargains depending, but, 
alas, theſe were vain Hopes! When my next Contract expir'd, I found my 1, not onlundone, 
but involv'd in ſuch a Debt as I could never hope to pay. I confeſs, to xen, I wap more than 
once under a Temptation to have put an End to my Misfortunes with my Life. My Wife ſent me 


up Letters every Poſt, in all which, the poor Woman took it for granted that ! had coubled my 


Fortune, and was even contriving how to lay out ſome of our Gains upon the Embeliitiing of our 
Houſe and Gardens. I could not find in my Heart to anſwer one of her Letters, til at laſt frigh 

tend by my Silence, ſhe came up to Town herſelf, My Heart is too big with Grier to deſcribe to 
you our firſt Interview. The Day after ſhe came to Town, one of my Creditors, to whom I could 


not pay the Difference of our Bargain, took out 2 Writ againit me, Some People. who, I once 


thought my Friends, refuſed to be my Bail for ſo large a Sum, fo that my Wiſe was contented to 
give up her Joynture, the only Thing we had left to prevent my Ii ing in a Goal, Where I ſhould 
have been now, notwithſtanding her Kindneſs, if fie tad not hurry d me into the Country by 
Force, I write this to you from a Place, which was once my Hoe, but is now My Priſon, being 
conſin d to one Room of it, to avoid the Purſuit of Bailiffs, Who have been diſcover'd, more than 
once, lurking under my Windows, ] am told that the Equity of Redemption to my ahn wil 
/ 


be forecloſed next Term; and the Perſon to whom I Mortgazed my Eftate. bas alr ad the 


Aſſurance to ſend down a Surveyor, and a Maſter Builder, to fee what Additions can be made in 
the Houſe, which, it ſeems is not large enough for him. I have lately diſcover d that this very 
Man was the Perſon who ſold me his own Stock hy a third Hand, for all the Money I borrow'd of 
him: That he had ſome Months before, taken a Fancy to my Eſtate, and that my pretended Friend 
Mr. S who conſtantly avoided me for ſome Time before I left London, was ſent into the Country, 
on Purpoſe to decoy me up. 
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my Family. I am pitied by all who knew me, but find no Aſſiſtance; and am told, ſeveral Gen. 


verſion of an Eſtate of Three hundred a Year, after the Death of an Unkle, who is now turn'd of 


(74, ) 


have given you my unhappy Story. I have not only, loit 1 1, had, but nave Nil Demands u p- 
on me for above Twenty thouſand, Pounds. Where will my Misfortunes End ! My poor Wife, whom 
I upbraid myſelf with having ruined, is for her own Part, half ditratted, to think, that what I. ; 
did was partiy by her Advice, and is in Tears from Morning till Night, My youngeſt Chiliren  _ 
hang about their Mother, my eldeſt Son Kteps me Compiny; the poor Boy had the good Nature 3 
to tell me, this Morning, that if I would but put him Apprentice to ſome honeſt Trade, he would 
endeavour, at lealt, to Support the Fanily, Alas? the poor Child doth not know the Depth of 
his Father s Mis{ortunes : And I may ſay, without Vanity, that the Boy deſerves a better Fare, 
than he is now like to meet with. My two Girls have been thought Pretty; what muſt they come 
too? Heaven grant me Patience! My Servants, whom I am neither in a Condition to keep, or dif- 
charge, go up and down the Houſe like ſo many living Statues; for, I may ſay, I was belov'd in . 


* . 


Dear Sir, as) ou fit in the Houſe, you can probably tell me, what the Parliament deſigns to do. 
Are we to have no Relief? Are we to ſee no End of our Miſeries? If you have any good News to 
ſend to me, for God's ſake, do it quickly, to prevent me, and my poor Family, from going quite 


tlemen, my Ncighbours, are almoſt in the ſame Circumſtances.. 5 


diſtracted r 878 | 5 
There is ſtill one Thing left, in which is my tat Hopes, and my only Dependance, I have the Re. 


Eighty. It it ſhould happen to ſall to me, pray let me know whether this Eſtate muſt alſo go to 
my mercileſs Creditors, whether 1 break in upon their Property, as they affirm, if I do not make 
it over to them; or whether I may honeftly keep this ſmall Maintenance, for the Support of my- 


ſelf, and my unhappy Family. 8 | 1 am, 
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Dear STR, Tours, &c. 


„„ 19788 TY 
I hope, you will pardon any Expreſſions in this Letter, that may look a little like DitraQtion, | | 


from a Man that has not been in Bed theſe three Months. 
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